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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated bv Lefort 
(US 7.019.985) . 

As to claims 1,10, Lefort teaches a mobile device, comprising: a body (see fig. 
1a, number 10, col. 2, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5); a display (see fig. 1a, number 6, 
col. 2, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5) attached to the body and occupying a display region 
of the mobile communication device; and a key (see fig. 1a, number 5a, col. 2, lines 50- 
67, col. 3, lines 1-5) hinged to the body and pivotable about a pivot axis, the key 
occupying a key region of the mobile communication device for actuation of the key; 
wherein the key region resides between the display region and the pivot axis (see col. 3, 
lines 26-42). 

As to claim 2, Lefort teaches wherein the part of the key available to a user to 
actuate is spaced apart radially from the pivot axis (see fig. 1a, numbers 4a, 5a, col. 2, 
lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5). 
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As to claims 3, 4, Lefort teaches a resilient biasing member on the side opposing 
to that of the key in respect to the pivot axis so as to spring back key after actuation by 
a finger (see col. 4, lines 53-67) and a key aligner adapted to align the key at rest to a 
predetermined rest position (see col. 4, lines 53-67). 

As to claim 5, Lefort teaches two hinged keys adjacent to each other (see fig. 1a, 
numbers 4a, 5a, col. 2, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 6, Lefort teaches wherein the adjacent keys may form a continuous 
band of keys (see fig. 1a, numbers 4, 5, col. 2, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5). 

As to claim 7, Lefort teaches wherein the two keys may form a continuous 
boundary for the display (see fig. 1a, numbers 4a, 8, col. 3, lines 5-25). 

As to claims 8-9, Lefort teaches a group of hinged keys (see fig. 1a, numbers 4a, 
8, col. 3, lines 5-25) aligned in a matrix in which the keys form a substantially 
continuous surface and wherein the mobile communication device is a cellular 
telephone (see col. 1, lines 18-31). 

As to claim 1 1 , Lefort teaches wherein the key region may extend over the 
window so as to provide a boundary for a display when the cover is attached to a mobile 
communication device (see fig. 1a, numbers 4a, 8, col. 3, lines 5-25). 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ishii (US 5,678,206) teaches keypad cover hinge. 
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Brooks et al (US 3,693,775) teaches actuator for elastic diaphragm switch 
keyboard. 

Whitney (US 6,320,963) teaches secrecy cover for keypad matrix. 
3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7892. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-05:00 (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Nhan Le 



